
Adapting the Toolkit - A new way of working in these very different times  

At the start of the Covid 19 crisis in March 2020 the Burnham Intergenerational Project 

sadly had to be suspended. As the weeks went by it became increasingly clear that there 

would be no opportunity for face to face meetings in the immediate future. Towards the 

end of the summer term we interviewed many of the children and older people who had 

taken part in the Project over the past year. Their wonderful comments and recollections 

made us even more convinced of the importance of building and nurturing 

intergenerational connections.     

We knew that the headteacher and staff at St Peter’s School really valued the Project and 

we were delighted when they agreed to a six week trial using Zoom commencing on 4th 

November 2020.                                                                                  

 

 

Preparations  Once we had received the go ahead from the school in early October it 

was action stations - making arrangements with the older people, planning the sessions, 

preparing the resources and ensuring that everyone had access to a laptop and an 

internet connection and was comfortable using Zoom!  

 

Getting Connected  We were very 

fortunate to receive a donated and 

refurbished laptop for one of the 

participants and made arrangements 

for him to receive a dongle to connect 

to the internet.  

By his own admission Russell was quite 

nervous about using the laptop, and 

Zoom in particular, but after a brief 

socially distanced training session he was ready to go!   



Before the first session we assembled 

packs of resources which we delivered to 

the school and older people. These included 

fact sheets, quizzes, games and craft 

materials. Further packs of resources and 

Christmas treats were delivered at the 

beginning of December. 

 

Although we would be meeting virtually we wanted the sessions to be as much like the 

face to face meetings as possible, with similar numbers of participants and a similar 

structure 

• Each week six children and their teaching assistant joined from a classroom – the 

children each attended two consecutive sessions 

• Five older people joined each week from their own homes  

• The Project Co-ordinator and Project Assistant joined each week from their own 

homes 

Topics and Activities  We planned the topics and activities for the six sessions using 

Modules in this Toolkit and prepared a detailed timetable before each session. We 

started each session with introductions and an opportunity for the children and older 

people to share some thoughts or feelings or news of their week.  This was an important 

aspect of each session and there were some very thoughtful comments and observations 

especially about the challenging times we had all been living through. 

Using Zoom’s shared screen 

facility we then moved on to 

the main topic for the 

session which included 

taking turns to read from a 

factsheet and/or sharing 

memories about special 

events or special times of 

the year.  

 

Our six topics were:  

• Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night 

• Remembrance Day 

• Autumn 

• Our Favourite Poems (Reading and discussing poems and writing our own) 

• Wartime Christmases (this was a special topic linked to the children’s class project) 

• Christmas memories and games  

https://learningandsharingtogether.org.uk/modules/


After reading the factsheet we had a quiz or an activity such as a wordsearch or word 

scramble.   

Refreshments always 

form a very important part 

of our face to face meetings 

and we were very keen to 

include these in our virtual 

meetings.  

The children enjoyed orange 

squash and a biscuit whilst 

the adults made themselves 

a cup of tea. It all felt very 

relaxed and conversations 

just developed naturally. 

Pets became a popular topic 

especially when Marisa 

introduced us to her kitten! 

 

Art and Craft Most of the sessions also included an art or craft activity which everyone 

really enjoyed. In the first week we made poppies in preparation for Remembrance Day.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We each dedicated our poppies to someone’s memory and 

took turns to explain the reason for our choice.   

The poppies were subsequently weaved into a wreath which 

was displayed in the entrance hall at Perry House for all the 

residents to see.  

 



At our meeting on 

2nd December we all 

had fun making 

Christmas crowns 

in preparation for 

our party the 

following week 

when we enjoyed 

mince pies, games 

and Christmas 

jokes. 

 

Keeping in touch with friends  During one of their Zoom sessions each of the 

children made a card or wrote a letter to Bernice, Leslie, Elma or Brenda - four 

longstanding members of the Burnham Intergenerational Programme who are not able to 

join us on Zoom. We are very keen to keep them all involved in the Programme and it will 

be wonderful to see them again when we are all able to meet face to face. In the meantime 

their photos bring back some lovely memories of afternoons together at Perry House. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next steps  We are all so pleased with how the first six virtual sessions have gone and 

are really looking forward to meeting up again in January 2021. Whilst meeting on Zoom 

will never be the same as meeting face to face we are so glad that we have found that with 

a little modification it is possible to use the resources in this Toolkit to keep the Burnham 

Intergenerational Programme alive in these challenging times.     


